IS BIN LADEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORLD TRADE CENTER BOMBINGS?

Usama Bin Laden, Saudi Arabian millionaire and Islamic fundamentalist, was accused in press worldwide since the day after the horrifying terror attack on the US in September this year. Now the American government is preparing a massive counter attack, and Afghanistan is the main target. Is Bin Laden the one they are searching for?

To be able to answer this question we have to go back to the middle 70s. Bin Laden was at the time newly graduated from college, with a degree in business management and engineering.  He was very wealthy, son of Muhammad Awad bin Laden, a Saudi construction magnate. 

According to some sources he at this time started working on restoring the Islamic holy sites Mecca and Medina.

The first thing to keep in mind when talking about Bin Laden is that he is a Islamic fundamentalist, and all the terrible things he has done is for himself justified as protection of Islam. 

The year 1980 came the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. This resulted in a huge change in Bin Laden’s life. He decided to assist in the fight to liberate the country, that would never had made it by it’s own against a superpower like soviet. 

Bin Laden advertised all over the Arabic world for volunteers to join him in the fight against their enemy. He paid their transport to Afghanistan and set up training camps. A very interesting thing here was that since America and Soviet at this time was still in the fight of world domination (“the cold war”), the US  was very keen on any opportunity to weaken their rival. This resulted in a successful cooperation between Bin Laden and the CIA, and a lot of American effort and weapons was put to Afghanistan to support him in his fight. Today this is being held very quiet from the US, but there are several video evidence on Bin Laden’s bodyguards today using for example Sting missiles, which is usually only used by the American army. 

In the end the Soviet army was driven back, and the war was over. He was at this time a great hero for many people. I think he used this after the war a lot and convinced many of the “Afghanistan veterans” to join him and his tribe with their new goal: opposing non-Islamic governments with force and violence. 

In 1989 he, together with a man named  Muhammad Atef, started an organization they called “al Qaida” (“the base” in English). From the start this organization worked with everything from agriculture and building houses to import/export and money exchanging. He used the money he got from this to support different Islamic terror groups in Algeria, Somalia, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, the Philippines, Kashmir, Kosovo and Bosnia. After a while, and with the money supplies of Bin Laden’s rich relatives, al-Qaida became the center of all this kind of terrorism in the middle east. 

Bin Laden’s hatred for the US has it roots in the gulf war 1991. American troops was stationed in Saudi Arabia and a lot of military bases was created there for the war against Iran. Those bases were still left after the end of the war to look over the situation in the area.

It’s said that Bin Laden saw this as “an occupation of the holy land” (Saudi Arabia is the land of the two most holy places in Islam – Mecca and Medina) and therefore started all the terror against America and the American people. 

He decided to go with his family (he has 4 wives and many children) back to his home country to work against the US friendly government and get the Americans out of the country. 

In 1993 he organized (or is at least highly suspected for organizing) the first of his terror attacks against the US. A bomb in The World Trade Center killed 6 people, and over 1000  were hurt. He was also behind a helicopter crash in Somalia which killed 18 American Soldiers. This was not tolerated, and in 1994 he was banned from the country because of “irresponsible behavior”. 

He then moved on with his tribe to Khartoum in Sudan. There he set up a lot of boot camps on the countryside, where he trained people from all around the world in terrorism. 

From here he is believed to have supervised a two terror attacks in 1995, one on Riyadh, a bomb in a military facility which killed 6 American soldiers, and one on Islamabad in Pakistan, a bomb placed in Egypt’s embassy in Pakistan which killed 17 people where killed and 60 where hurt. He is also said to be involved in the assassination attempt on the president of Egypt, Hosni Mubarak, this year. 

Another thing he managed to do was to create a close cooperation with the Sudanese leader, Omar Albashir, and to Hassan Turabi, the head of the National Islamic Front (NIF) in Sudan. To show his good will he built many roads and helped making the infrastructure in the country a lot better. His construction company “el-Hijrah for Construction and Development Ltd.”, in cooperation with the Sudanese military, also built the airport at Port Sudan. 

Sudan had for a long time been on Americas list of  countries sponsoring terrorism. As the years passed on, the Sudanese government wanted to do something about this. When Bin Laden bombed another military facility in Dhahran in 1996 the government decided to act against him, as a gesture against the US. Bin Laden once again got kicked out of a country.

He then moved to Afghanistan where he was given land for his terrorist camps and men by the Talibans, now in total control of the country. Also here he managed to get a very good relation with the ones ruling, in this case the Taliban leader mulla Mohammad Omar. Bin Laden also married his daughter and made her his fifth wife. 

Somewhere in the Afghanistan mountain parts he has been hiding out ever since, organizing different terror movements around the world. He is said to be keeping it all together using a very hi-tec system with faxes, satellite phones and the internet.  

In 1998 he is believed to be behind bombings on the US embassy in Tanzania and Kenya. This year he also declared a fatwah (a Muslim ruling) against the US. This is what was said.

We issue the following fatwa to all Muslims

The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies--civilians and military--is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque and the holy mosque from their grip, and in order for their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to threaten any Muslim. This is in accordance with the words of Almighty God, "and fight the pagans all together as they fight you all together," and "fight them until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in God." 

Statement signed by Sheik Usamah Bin-Muhammad Bin-Laden and a number of other fundamentalist leaders and published in Al-Quids al-'Arabi on February 23, 1998 

In later days he has also been found responsible for backing up different guerilla organizations in Israel and also another bombing on a US airplane in Aden in 2000. We do not yet know if he is behind the bombings on the World Trade Center this year. 

In that case, how could a man have such a strong hate for a nation?

I guess you could think of him in two different ways: Either as the religious fanatic, who hate the rest of the countries in the west for pushing down the Muslim world, or as a power hungry dictator who uses the religion as a tool to get more money and land. 

I think the only way to judge this is by looking at what he has said. In the case of his fight against the Saudi government he said that it was to “get the country free from Jews and crusaders”. If you read more of his statements it seems like this is his general thought, that the Christian and Jewish people are trying to conquer the Muslims. 

Another thing that stroke me when I read about an interview Bin Laden had done with ABC news in 1998 was that he probably looks at the US the same way as we look at him - as terrorists. 

If you see it this way Bush’s speech the days after the attack about starting a “crusade” against terrorist, and also the name of the operation, “Infinite justice” is quite badly chosen. 
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